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Facundi calices quem non fecere difertum! Hor. 


S I am willing to do every thing in my 
Ke power to celebrate fo illuftrious a body as 


Aw the Robin Hood Society, I have taken the 


firft opportunity of laying the following 
letter before the puplic. 


To Mr. TOW N. 
§ 1 R, 
HAT part of your laft paper, in which you con- 
fidered the Art of Speaking as far as it regards the- 
atrical performances, gives me reafon to hope that you 
will not overlook the merits of the Robin Hood Society, 
where that Art is practifed in it’s greateft perfection. You 
would do well to recommend it to the gentlemen of the 
theatre to attend thofe weekly meetings for their improves 
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ment as often as poffible; and I dare fay you will join with 
me in giving the fame advice to the younger part of our 
clergy and our lawyers, as well as our members of par- 
liament. The ftage, the pulpit; the bar; and the fenate- 
houfe cannot furnifh us with fuch glorious examples of the 


No. 35: 


power of Oratory, as are to be met with in this fociety ; 
whete the moft important queftions in evety branch of 
knowledge are difcuffed, and where the difputants are all of 
them equally verfed in religion, law, politics, and the drama. 


Tue inftitution of this School of Eloquence far exéeeds 
any thing that the ancients could boaft. Every fect, that 
was known among the Grecians and Romans, has it’s votaries 
here allo. I have feen a taylor a Stotc; a fhoemaker a Pla- 
toniff, and a cook an Epicurean, They affect to entertain. 
a profound veneration for Socrates, often preferring him to 
any of the Apoftles: but inftead of declaring with that wife 
philofopher that they know nothing, the members of the 
Robin Hood Society profefs to know every thing, 


For my own part, I confefs myfelf fo charmed with 
their proceedings, that I conftantly attend them: and 
when I fee all their members affembled with each his pewter 
mug before him, I cannot help preferring this focial meet- 
ing to any ancient Sympofium whatever ; and when I further 
obferve them firft take a fwig, and then {peak with fuch 
amazing force of argument, I am apt to conclude that 
truth, inftead of being hid in a well (as was faid by an old 
philofopher) muft lay at the bottom of a tankard of porter. 


THERE is no grace or excellence in Ofatory, but is dif- 
played in the Rodin Hood Society to the greateft advantage, 
Demofibenes being afked what was the firft quality in an 
orator, replied—action ; what the fecond,—action ; what 
the 
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the third,—aétion. Upon this principle one of the mem- 
bers, for whom I have a vaft refpect, is the greateft orator 
that ever lived. He never troubles himfelf about the order 
or fubftance of what he delivers, but waves his hand, tofles 
his head, abounds in feveral new and beautiful geftures, and 
from the beginning of his fpeech to the end of it takes no 
care but to fet it off with action. Tully tells us, that it is 
the bufinefs of an orator “‘ to prove, delight, and convince.” 
Proof and conviction our Society is always fure to give us; 
for elfe how could it ever come to pafs, that fo many young 
men fhould have learned from thefe difquifitions, that there 
is no God, that the foul is mortal, that religion is a jeft, 
and many other truths, which they would otherwife never 
have difcovered, The nature of their queftions is alfo for 
the moft part fo entertaining, that the difputes about them 
cannot fail of giving delight: and there is a peculiarity in 
the oratory of the place, which greatly conduces to that 
end. The fpeakers do not always think themfelves obliged 
to drive in the dull direé& road to the point, but indulge 
themfelves in a larger {cope that allows room for novelty 
and entertainment. When the queftion has been concerning 
the veracity of the bible, I have known a gentleman get up, 
and beginning with Wil/iam the Conqueror give the audience 
an abftract of as many reigns, as his five minutes would 
allow him to difpatch. I lately remember the queftion to 
have been ‘“* Whether a bridge from Black Fryars to South- 
« qpark would be of public benefit ;’’ when a facetious 
gentleman employed himfelf in demonftrating the great 
utility of the bridge of the nofe; and the bridge of a fid- 
dle. In a word, our orators are at once ferious and comi- 
cal; and they make gravity and mirth almoft conftantly at- 
tend each other, like their own Rodin Hood and Little 
‘Sohn. ‘The folidity, and at the fame time the fmartnefs of 
their 
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their fpeeches, ate equally remarkable. They pun with a 
prave face, and make quibbles and conundrums with the 
air of a philofopher. The writings of different authors have 
been compared to wines: but the orations delivered here 
can be refembled to nothing fo properly as the liquors of 
the Society; for while they are at once fo weighty and fo 
fharp, they feem to be an equal mixture of porter and 


lemonade. 


Ir would be endlefs to enumerate the advantages refulting 
from this Society: The wonderful improvement it has als 
ready made in our mechanies is very evident: It calls off 
our tradefmen from the praétice of honefty in their com- 
mon dealings, and fets them upon eriquiries concerning 
right and wrong, and the moral fitnefs: of things. The 
SpecTaTor has told us of the rhetoric of a toyman: but 
you, Mr. Town, might acquaint pofterity of the eloquence 
of bakers, barbers, carpenters, and black{fmiths: you may 
every day hear difcourfes on religion from the fhopboard, 
and refearches into philofophy from behind the counter, 
When you took notice of the want of learning in our peo- 
ple of quality, you ought in juftice to have acknowledged 
the amazing erudition of our tradefmen: The Plebeians 
of Rome were mere brutes to our common people; and I 
am of opinion that the public room under that in which 
this weekly meeting is held, inftead of being furnifhed with 
the bufts of our Engl/b poets, fhould be adorned with 
the heads of the learned fhoemakers, tallow-chandlers, ba- 
ers, &c,. that conftitute this excellent Socicty. 


Ve may venture to fay that the Royal Society and the 
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nation: and as the former now and then give us an account 


‘2 Hood Society are the two greateft ornaments of this 


of their tranfactions, it were to be wifked that the fellows 
of 
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of the latter would alfo from time to time oblige us with an 
hiftory of their proceedings. _We'thould then fee by what 
means ‘fo many profelytes have been’ made from bigotry and 
fuperftition; by what degrees a young difputant from a raw 
Chriftian ripens into a deift, from a deift into a freethinker, 
and from a’ freethinker (by a very fhort ftep) into an athcift. 
We fhould alfo know the effeét, that the difputations at 
this weekly meeting has upon our lives and converfations ; 
and from thence judge how much a defign of this nature 
deferves public encouragement. 1 have here flung together 
a fhort account. of fome of the former members, and upon 
a review of it cannot but lament that it feems to be the 
peculiar fate of great orators, fuch as Demofthenes and Tully 
for example, ‘to come to an unhappy end. 


Mat. Prig, a Merchant’s Clerk, was converted from 
Chriftianity by the arguments which were brought againft 
Revelation, 


Aaron Ben Saddi was converted from the Yewifh Faith 
by the arguments brought againft Mo/es and the Patriarchs. 


Will, Pofitive was a ftrong fatalift, and at the fame time a 
vehement advocate for man’s free will. At laft he gave a 
‘proof of his free agency by fhooting himéfelf through the head. 


Sfack Wildfire was convinced of the innocence of forni- 
cation, ufed to declaim againft the abfurd inftitution of 
matrimony, and at twenty fix died a batchelor in the 
Lock Hofpital. 


Solomon Square ftood up for the religion of nature, and 
the immutable rule of right and wrong in preference to the 
laws of the community. -However, he was unfortunately 
detected in an attempt to carry off a filver tankard from the 
bar of the houfe, and was fent to propagate morality in 


foreign parts. 
Bbbb Bob 
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_ Bob Booty was a ftrit Hobbian, and maintained that amet 
viere in a natural ftaée,with each other. “He at laft died « 


martyr to thefe Principles, and ha go nagar —— 
Hounflow Heath. AUOY S 


SJobn Difmal, after having argued one night again? the be- 
ing. of a God, and the immortality of the foul, went home, 
and was found the next morning hanging in his garters, 


Thomas” ‘Broadcloth, Citizen and Mercer, was very much 
admired for his {peeches upon trade, ~ “After he had’ been 


in bufinels for two years, he Bécame bankrupt, and was in+ 
dicted for felony in fecreting his effects. 


Richard Goofequill, _ Attorney at Law, was remarkable for 
his patriotifm and the love of this country. He was con- 
vidted of bribery and corruption in a late election, i in which 
he was employed as an agent. 


SFeremy Crifpin, Cordwainer, ufed conftantly to attend the 
club for edification, thongh he was forced from time to 
time to pawn his own and his wife’s cloaths to raife the 
weekly fix-pence for his admittance. In the fpace of three 
years he had been a Papift, a Quaker, an Anabaptift, a Jew, 
an Arrian, a Socinian, a Mahometan, a Methodift, 4 Deift, 
and an Atheift. His wife and four children have been fent 
to the workhoufe. He is at prefent confined in Bedlam, and 
calls himfelf the Prefident of the Robin Hood Society. 


ZI am, Sir, 


Your bumble Servant, &c. 


Printed for RL BALDWIN, at the Rofe in Pater-nofler Rows where 
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